The Taking of Hugli
Thiri-thu-dhamma, says Cabral, 'received us with expressions
of sorrow at the fall of Hugli and of joy at an embassy which he
and his people equally longed for'. Though the Jesuit was no
envoy of Goa nor Hugli, strictly speaking, a part of Portuguese
Asia, the king proceeded to take him into his confidence, saying
that his intention was to invade the Mughal Empire and wrest
from it the whole of eastern Bengal, carrying his arms as far as
Ruch Bihar, which was three hundred miles from his Chittagong
frontier. In this enterprise he was seeking an alliance with the
Viceroy of Goa, who, now that the Mughals had treacherously
attacked and robbed his nationals at Hugli, would no doubt be
ready and anxious for revenge. Cabral, he hinted, should on his
return do his utmost to bring about such an alliance. Meanwhile
the Portuguese might fortify Saugar Island, which would give his
fleet a useful base of operations.
What are we to make of this? The Mughals were no match for
the Arakanese on the rivers and the seaboard, but Thiri-thu-
dhamma's project was a military conquest of Bengal, not a mere
extension of his raids. The potential military power of the Mughal
Empire was enormous. It is true that the levies of the Viceroy of
Bengal had had difficulty in taking Hugli and had been unable to
prevent the escape of a great part of its garrison. But Thiri-thu-
dhamma had no army of importance. His proposed Portuguese
allies could not have sent him more than a few hundred Euro-
peans. A sudden swoop on Dacca by his galleys might succeed.
The armed men they carried might be able to overcome the Vice-
roy's troops. But he would not be fighting merely against Bengal.
The attack would be on the Mughal Empire. Shah Jehan would
inevitably muster the Imperial army, which was said to number
700,000 men, a fantastic figure for those days. How could Thiri-
thu-dhamma have entertained so foolhardy an ambition?
We already know the curious answer. King Thiri-thu-dhamma
was the guardian of the Maharnuni and Lord of the White Ele-
phant. As such he was the greatest Buddhist king in the Bay,
greater than the kings of Ceylon, greater than the King of Burma
or Siam, But he was more than that. He had the attributes—or
some of them—of a Universal Monarch. He might be the long-
foretold Saviour of the World, the Buddha who would unite the
whole world, give it peace, happiness and, ultimately, salvation.
He could not know that he certainly was that Saviour until he had
been successful in .his great crusade. His grandfather, Razagri,
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